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W e are a non-profit, non-partisan and 
independent organization, A M EM BER OF THE 

EUROCONSUM ERS GROUP, present in Brazil 

for 22 years (the largest organization of its kind), 

with the m ission of contributing to the 
im provem ent of consum er relations in society.

W e believe in optim al solutions for consum ers 

and overcom ing m arket failures through 

dialogue with all m arket agents: regulators, 

com panies, consum ers, academ ia and civil 
society.
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Transgenic plants in Br



Started in 1998, when farm ers from  the 
state of Rio Grande do Sul brought 
soybean seeds from  Argentina

Brief tim eline

The first biosafety law (Law No. 8974, M ay 
1, 1995) was issued m ainly to regulate the 
first com m ercial planting of glyphosate-
resistant GM  soybean in 1998. 

In 2005, a new Biosafety Law (Law No. 
11,105, M arch 24, 2005) becam e the m ost 
im portant regulatory m ark.



W as a com prehensive and com plem entary 
revision to the previous one.

Biosafety Law

Regulates principles. 

Determ ines the general rules for research 
and com m ercial activities with GM Os.

Establishes safety standards and 
m echanism s for m onitoring activities 
involving GM Os and their by-products.

Encouraged scientific advances in the 
areas of biosafety and biotechnology, l
protection, hum an health, anim al and 
plant health

Com pliance with the precautionary 
principle for environm ental protection.

Principles



Biosafety Law
Bodies

Political

National Biosafety Council
(CNBS)  it is a superior advisory body of 
the Presidency of the Republic, m ade up of 
11 M inisters of State. Aim s to form ulate and 
im plem ent the National Biosafety. Chaired 
by the M inister of State for the Civil House.

Technical

National Technical Biosafety Com m is
(CTNBio) was created to support the 
Federal Governm ent in the establishm
of the National Biosafety Policy. CTNB
also responsible for issuing norm ative
resolutions and instruction supporting
technological developm ent of the sect
with legal assurance and biosafety.



Brazilian agriculture to
Am ong the countries producing 
transgenic crops, Brazil has the sec
largest agricultural area, with m ore 
51.3 M ha, surpassed only by the US
with 75 M ha. 

Transgenics are alm ost 100% of the 
planted area in Brazil.



GM O’s in Brazil 
Evolution over the years 

Soybean Corn Cotton Sugar Cane



GM O’s approvals in Brazil 
Evolution over the years 



Consum ers protection
Provided for in the Federal Constitu
is ruled by the Consum er Protection
Code and by the Biosafety Law



M andatory tracking and labeling to guarante
consum ers the right to choose whether or no
to consum e transgenic products (Biosecurity
Law). 

Decree 4680/2003:  in the sale of food and 
food ingredients intended for hum an or anim
consum ption that contain or are produced 
from  GM O with a presence above the lim it of
1% of the product m ust be labeled.

Labeling



Safety Assessm ent

Labeling and Transparency

Risk M anagem ent

Crucial requirem ents for an ideal 
regulation of NGTs from  the 
perspective of consum ers

Public Participation

Com pliance and M onitoring

Capacity Building

Environm ental Im pact 
Assessm ent
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