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COCERAL’s point
Short-term goal vs



New Genomic Techniques

for some varieties (Category 1) there will not be hard requirements of traceability and 
labelling ; also, for some varieties the risk assessment will be kept low (notification 
only). coherently with EFSA evaluation
For other varieties (Category 2), a light-GMO risk assessment, plus traceability and 
labelling will be in place 



New Genomic Techniques
regulation

certainty of the law free circulation internal market



New Genomic Techniques
For Category 1
Conventional-like NGTs 

 (notification system only; no risk 
assessment; no traceability; no labelling requirements (but for PRP material) 

organic production, these will be still considered GMO; 

! regulatory destiny (non-GMO but GMO) and 
compliance requirements



New Genomic Techniques
Category 2 NGTs 

will be considered GMO 

Authorisation will be in place 

! validated detection method is not available waiver in 
place no obligation of detection

coexistence measures 



New Genomic Techniques
First reflections

- Circular and incoherent legal definitions (are NGTs GMO ? - and exempted 
from the GMO requirements; or are not GMO ?) 

- Third countries could consider as conventional NGTs treated as GMO in 
Europe

- This could have far-reaching consequences for trade and ultimately, for the 
functioning of contemporary food and feed supply chains



New Genomic Techniques
First reflections

crop with unique functional 
attributes isolates its supply chain 
Identity-preservation systems 

under controlled conditions

can be complex and costly
These systems cannot and should not replace the current bulk handling 



New Genomic Techniques
First reflections

Regulatory coherence - coherence with existing regulatory 
approaches around the world 

lack of compatibility create 
challenges for the supply chains 

lack o detection and traceability methods 
international traders

food security issues may arise



Some reflections in the current debate
NGTs are the new GMOs



Some reflections in the current debate

Freedom of Choice
Freedom of choice mercantile  and democratic concept

freedom of choice should allow everyone to make their own 
decision; including within the organic sector 


